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Today we’re going to learn that God is the only God, so we point people to him. In our Bible story,  
we’ll learn how people got confused about who God is. It is easy to get confused about things.  

I want you to think about something that you find confusing. Maybe you are thinking of something  
you learned in school, or something you saw on TV made you start to think. I know when  

I was younger, I found math to be very confusing.

Sometimes school is confusing. But God doesn’t have to be! In fact, it’s pretty simple: God is the only God. 
No one and nothing else is! Let’s see what the Bible says about that.

Our Bible story is about two guys named Paul and Barnabas. Let’s see what God did through Paul  
and Barnabas that they got credit for. First, let me give you some background. Paul and Barnabas  

were traveling to a bunch of towns, telling people about Jesus. Their main mission was to reach people 
who didn’t know the real God at all. They didn’t just talk about Jesus, though.

Let’s look at our story:
ACTS 14:1-19

Paul and Barnabas in Iconium
1 The same thing happened in Iconium. Paul and Barnabas went to the Jewish synagogue  

and preached with such power that a great number of both Jews and Greeks became believers.  
2 Some of the Jews, however, spurned God’s message and poisoned the minds of the  

Gentiles against Paul and Barnabas. 3 But the apostles stayed there a long time, preaching boldly 
about the grace of the Lord. And the Lord proved their message was true by giving them  

power to do miraculous signs and wonders. 4 But the people of the town were divided in their 
opinion about them. Some sided with the Jews, and some with the apostles.

5 Then a mob of Gentiles and Jews, along with their leaders, decided to attack and stone  
them. 6 When the apostles learned of it, they fled to the region of Lycaonia—to the towns of 

Lystra and Derbe and the surrounding area. 7 And there they preached the Good News.

Paul and Barnabas in Lystra and Derbe

8 While they were at Lystra, Paul and Barnabas came upon a man with crippled feet.  
He had been that way from birth, so he had never walked. He was sitting 9 and listening as  

Paul preached. Looking straight at him, Paul realized he had faith to be healed. 10 So Paul  
called to him in a loud voice, “Stand up!” And the man jumped to his feet and started walking.

11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in their local dialect, “These men are 
gods in human form!” 12 They decided that Barnabas was the Greek god Zeus and that Paul  

was Hermes, since he was the chief speaker. 13 Now the temple of Zeus was located just outside 
the town. So the priest of the temple and the crowd brought bulls and wreaths of flowers to the 

town gates, and they prepared to offer sacrifices to the apostles.



14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard what was happening, they tore their clothing 
in dismay and ran out among the people, shouting, 15 “Friends,why are you doing this?  

We are merely human beings—just like you! We have come to bring you the Good News that you 
should turn from these worthless things and turn to the living God, who made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and everything in them. 16 In the past he permitted all the nations to go their own  
ways, 17 but he never left them without evidence of himself and his goodness. For instance, he 

sends you rain and good crops and gives you food and joyful hearts.” 18 But even with these 
words, Paul and Barnabas could scarcely restrain the people from sacrificing to them.

19 Then some Jews arrived from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowds to their side.  
They stoned Paul and dragged him out of town, thinking he was dead. 20 But as the 

 believers gathered around him, he got up and went back into the town. The next day he left  
with Barnabas for Derbe.

God is the only God, so we point people to him. It was important to Paul and Barnabas that  
they set the record straight and point people to the one true God. In fact, they even 

 shared God Sightings, which are ways the crowd could’ve seen God at work when he sent  
rain and gave them joyful hearts.

Maybe no one has ever mistaken you for God. But you might get compliments for other  
things, like scoring the winning soccer goal or acing a hard test. God is the only God, so we point  

people to him. God’s the one who made us and gave us the ability to do awesome things!  
When we get compliments, we can give that credit to God. For example, if someone tells you 

how creative your art project is, you could say, “I’m thankful God gave me the ability to be  
creative, just like he is!”

God is the only God, so we point people to him. Like Paul and Barnabas did, we can turn praise for 
ourselves into a way to share about God!  Unfortunately, this story didn’t end with the people  

of Lystra deciding to follow the one true God. In fact, some other people came in and confused them 
and made them hate Paul and Barnabas. They dragged Paul out of town and beat him up.

But you know what Paul and Barnabas did? They got up the next day and kept going to other 
towns. They even went back to Lystra eventually to help strengthen the people who did believe 

in Jesus. No matter where they went, they pointed people to God because God is the only  
God. Whether or not people believe what we say about him, we can keep pointing to God.



Click below to watch a video of our story, and  
complete the following coloring page.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPvri3f77tU





